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Please join us  
for our next  

Tahoe Art League General 
Meeting  

Reno resident, Mischell Riley 

òMaster Sculptoró and òfuture TV 

Staró will speak at the Tahoe Art 

League, on Nov. 11,  2009.  Mischell 

has recently contracted with Farbi 

Flora for the production of a new 

TV program, with the working title 

òSculpting with Mischelló. The show 

is expected to be broadcast by PBS, 

in the US, sometime in 2010; thus 

far, it is being viewed in Germany 

and Berlin.  In each half hour show, 

Mischell will create a beautiful sculp-

ture. 

   Ms. Riley was born in Phoenix, 

Arizona and grew up in Colorado,    

Mischell Riley, Sculptor to Demonstrate  
at November 11 TAL Meeting  

where she was an excellent high 

school athlete.  She was a six-time 

All American in the High Jump 

and Triple Jump and qualified for 

the US Olympic Team  But, due 

to injuries received during train-

ing she wasnõt able to compete in 

the 1984 Olympics. 

   Mischell turned her motivation, 

dedication and discipline, which 

she developed as an athlete, to 

her art.  After earning a Bachelor 

of Fine Arts, she went on to ap-

prentice with Snell Johnson.  She 

took her work to a higher level - 

working on Larger than Life-size 

Monuments.  She is skilled in the 

entire bronze casting process, 

ensuring the highest quality for 

her work, in all eleven phases of 

creating and casting a bronze 

sculpture. 

   For her TAL presentation, 

Mischell will not only cover her 

work and teaching at the Nevada 

Museum of Art, about work-

shops and working in TV, but 

will also discuss government 

grants - a topic of interest to all 

artists.  She will also show us the 

process of casting the three story 

bronze MGM Lion, in Las Vegas. 

  

By Carol Swain  



Presidentôs Pallet 
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    OK, the TAL is firing up its engines and getting ready to take off into the wild blue of non-profit re-
structuring and a new year!  I certainly hope you are ready to join me, your Board, committees, and our 
community in making 2010 an even more amazing year than 2009.  Lots of changes are in the wind, so 
buckle up and get ready to vote, participate, and spread the word about the TAL! 
     We have a slate of officers in place with the final vote coming Wed. Nov. 11 as well as your vote on 
one (or possibly more) changes to our by-laws.  Be sure to attend so your voice is heard, especially since 
this will be an ongoing process of fixing by-laws and restructuring various aspects of how TAL is run ð 
being informed and voting on various items as the next months unfold will be your major commitment to 
the health of the TAL.  Please check accompanying info in this Impressions re committee chairs needed 
as well as membership renewals and the letter on our restructuring proposal. 
     On Oct. 26, Matt Kauffmann and I attended a round table discussion of arts non-profitsõ Executive 
Directors and were encouraged to find out the TAL is on the right track, one all of them have been on or 
continue to be on: growth, board changes, and staffing challenges.  They unanimously agreed that col-
laboration among organizations is critical to overall growth, profitability, and community perceptions of 
the arts in general!  And during our road time together, Matt and I òconspiredó to move his youth/
student committee forward aggressively with some projects heõs had his eye on for awhile.  Lots more to 
come from him, so donõt hesitate to get involved if you have a desire to help our new Youth/Student 
Committee and programs. 
     And, finally, in addressing many ways to improve the TALõs service to you, our bottom line, and the 
burn-out factor, your Board has agreed to make this newsletter a quarterly publication.  This will make us 
more focused on what media we use for various types of news and information, especially given that 
e-Blasts do a lot of the general news and update communications.  My personal as well as our collective 
TAL gratitude goes out to Fran Mullen for her amazing commitment to producing Impressions.  And for 
that, she will be taking December off and returning with our first quarterly issue in January! 
     The Best of the Holiday Season to all ð hope to see you at our annual Christmas Party! 

 
Sincerely yours, 

Robert 

Buckle Up!!!  

Kristin Boles  
Oil, acrylic, charcoal  
South Lake Tahoe, CA  
 
Matt Kauffmann  
Watercolor, aerosol, ink, digital art  
South Lake Tahoe, CA  

Tracy Lewis  
Watercolor, oil, colored pencil, mixed media  

Fair Play, CA  

Jacquelyn Valpy  
Photography  
Indio,CA 
Zephyr Cove, NV  

Jorge Romero  
Aerosol, stencil, oil painting, acrylic  
South Lake Tahoe, CA  

Audrey Rugamas  
Painting, silkscreen, stencil, aerosol,  acrylic  
South Lake Tahoe, CA  

Joan Swartz  
Fused glass, blown glass  
South Lake Tahoe, CA  

Al Valpy  
Oil, acrylic, photography  
Indio,CA 
Zephyr Cove, NV  

New Members:  



Art Contest Winners at the October Meeting  

Photos by Julie Zeid  

First Prize:  
 Jacki Valpy  

 ñIndian Princessò 
Photograph  

Third Prize:  
Al Valpi  

ñThistle and Parachutesò  
Photograph  

Second Prize:  
 Jeanne Hart  

 ñSunsetò  
Oil Painting  

 
3-Dimension:  
First Prize:Larry Dee Goodman, ñLets Fly Awayò Pottery 
Second Prize: Donna Hughes, ñ Eagle Featherò Pottery 

Holiday Party  

Mark your calendars for the night of  December 9th for the TAL Festive Holiday Party. 
Weõre planning to organize a similar Potluck Buffet of Appetizers and Desserts with an 
Open Wine Bar, Awards Ceremony, Ornament Exchange, and Holiday Raffle, as we all  
enjoyed in 2009. If  you wish to help on the committee or just lend a helping hand the night 
of  the party, please contact Sue Stevenson (sssfromslt@sbcglobal.net.) 
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